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[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Shark Finning
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Background
Shark fin soup is a traditional soup found in Chinese cuisine.  The cartilage in the fins are usually shredded and are used to provide texture, similar to how noodles are used in chicken soup.   This traditional dish is considered a luxury item that is associated with notions of class as well as good fortune.

As more sharks are hunted to make this soup, the fewer sharks are available in the ecosystem.  Sharks are a top predator and play an important role in maintaining a balance in the ecosystem.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Gather information
[bookmark: _heading=h.3hzq3od0j923]Shark Fin Soup
Watch National Geographic’s video, Shark Fin Soup, and answer the questions below.

	Question/Prompt
	Your Response

	1. What issues arise due to shark finning?
	[Answers are intentionally BLUE]

	2. Why is shark finning wasteful?
	


[bookmark: _heading=h.2lx77km6ykpg]What if There Were No Sharks?
Watch the Smithsonian’s video, What if There Were No Sharks?, and answer the following questions.

	Question/Prompt
	Your Response

	3. If sharks are removed from an ecosystem, what effects can it have on other marine populations?
	[Answers are intentionally BLUE]

	4. How does a decrease in shark populations affect humans?
	


[bookmark: _heading=h.pskfk7oj0kb3]

[bookmark: _heading=h.vat7uc5zvujd]Use a Model
1. Copy the URL of the following image to your Clipboard: Shark Food Web.
2. Click in in the table below to place your cursor, then select “Insert”, “Drawing”, “New”.  This will create a new image that you can draw on and label.
3. Select the image icon then select “By URL” and paste the URL from the image linked above.
a. This image is a food web of an ocean ecosystem.  Within this web, everything is shown as eating the organism connected to it with the white lines.  For example, the shark eats the tuna, represented by the white line drawn from the shark down to the tuna.
4. Shark finning decreases the ocean ecosystem’s shark populations.  In your drawing, draw an “X” over the shark population to represent extinction.  Then label with arrows (up or down) how the other populations might change if there are no sharks present.
a. When you have finished your drawing, select “Save and Close”.
5. In the box below your drawing, explain the impact that those population changes would have on the ecosystem.  
6. In the third box, make a guess as to what effect humans might experience because of these changes.
	Question/Prompt
	Your Response

	1. Your Shark Web Drawing
	

	2. Explain the impact that the population changes would have on the ecosystem.
	

	3. What effect do you think humans might experience because of these changes?
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