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STUDENT NAME: 

Introduction to Radon and Environmental Impacts

Radon is an odorless, colorless, radioactive gas which can cause health problems when breathed for long periods. Radon is produced from the breakdown of Uranium found in soil and rocks. Once the gas enters the lungs, it turns into solid Polonium-218, another radioactive element. 

Radon is the number one cause of lung cancer among non-smokers. For children, radon and second-hand smoke are the biggest risk factors for development of lung cancer. Smokers who are exposed to radon have a much higher risk of lung cancer. Other risk factors for radon exposure include: working in mines, hospitals, nuclear waste repositories, oil refineries, water treatment plants and subway tunnels. 

Detecting radon is different from a smoke detector or carbon monoxide detector in your home. You have to test your home for radon with a radon test kit. Radon can concentrate in homes built on soil with naturally occurring uranium deposits.
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Important facts about radon:
 
· There is no known safe level of radon.
· Radon may be found in all types of homes and buildings.
· Exposure to radon can cause lung cancer in smokers and non-smokers alike.
 
Radon is naturally occurring in earth and rock that seeps into buildings from the surrounding soil. The amount of radon in the soil depends on soil chemistry, which varies from one house to the next. The amount of radon that escapes from the soil to enter the house depends on the weather, soil porosity, soil moisture, and the amount (of radon) the home can take up. Indoor radon can also come from water, outside air, or building materials containing radium.
 
Reducing radon in your home-Learn more:
 
Understanding radon and its impact
 
Testing for radon
 
Solutions for combatting high radon levels
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