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[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Background
A large earthquake with a magnitude of 7.8 hit Kaikoura, New Zealand on November 14, 2016.  To get an idea of how big that earthquake was, most people compare a magnitude 4 to feel like a large truck driving by and a magnitude 8 to be so strong that you cannot stand.
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Earthquakes occur because of the motion of tectonic plates, specifically the friction between them.  In this activity, you will learn exactly how earthquakes are created and the damage they can cause.
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[bookmark: _heading=h.k9m7s58e7b14]Gathering Information
1. Follow the link to National Geographic’s Earthquakes 101 and watch until 3:08.
2. Answer the following questions.

	Question/Prompt
	Your Response

	What three locations experience the most earthquakes?
	

	Which location experiences 80% of the Earth’s earthquakes?
	

	Does New Zealand fall within any of these zones?
	

	What is the strongest recorded earthquake?  What was its magnitude?
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